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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Immanuel Lutheran Church
September 6, 2026
Welcome to this place of praise and prayer.  We gather today in celebration of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as part of God’s family.  
· We would appreciate having you sign our guest book so that we can remember your presence with us. Please note that in the ELW the page numbers are printed at the bottom of the page and hymn numbers are located at the top. The order of worship is outlined on the following pages.
· The offering reminds us that all of life is a gift of God.  We are stewards of that gift.  In response, a portion of our income is given as an act of worship to do God’s work in the world. Immanuel is a first-fruits congregation.  That means that every Sunday when the offering is taken in, we give first to the mission and the ministry of the ELCA.  We don’t wait to see if we can pay our bills before we give away for God’s mission.  It is our hands doing God’s work, for the sake of the world our Lord loves.
· We serve Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month and at all festivals. We offer an open invitation to all baptized believers to participate. It is our understanding that Christ offers his body and blood with the bread and wine to forgive sin and strengthen faith and life. If you receive communion in your home church, you are welcome to receive communion here.
· We have a toddler worship area in the middle-right section of our pews.  This area is intended for children ages 0-3 accompanied by an adult(s) to sit during worship.  Children 4K-6th Grade are welcome to join us for Sunday school during worship downstairs.  This is a space for families to be fully engaged in worship, while providing quiet activities for young children to accommodate their natural need to move and be busy.  Please follow posted guidelines for use of this space.  Thank you!
· We have accommodated seating available in the middle-left and the front-right sections of our pews.   Please feel free to utilize this space for those who may need it! 
Copyright permissions:  Liturgical Text & Music; From Sundaysandseasons.com   Copyright© 2026 Augsburg Fortress                              Church Copyright License #23044886; Church Streaming License #23044893
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Rev. Steven E. Meyer
pastormeyer@acegroup.cc
507-725-3123 or 507-459-7623 (cell)
Church Office: Sarah Klug
churchoffice@acegroup.cc
507-725-3123
Organist/Choir Director: Emily Riley
rileem01@gmail.com







GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Prelude     
Welcome and Worship Announcements
*Please note all bold text throughout the service are congregational responses
(Please stand as you are able)

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.
Gathering Hymn	                         Blest Be the Tie That Binds                                      #656

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.

Kyrie                               						                       Page 165

Hymn of Praise                                                 This is the Feast                                     Page 169

Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hymn (Children come forward)                        Halle, Halle, Hallelujah                             #172   

Children’s Sermon

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

First Reading: Romans 13:8-14

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

	The Word of the Lord. 
		Thanks be to God!

(Please stand as you are able) 
Gospel Acclamation 	                          Lord, I Lift Your Name on High                              #857

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18: 15-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew, chapter 18. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.

Jesus said to the disciples: 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

	This is the gospel of our Lord.
 		Praise to you, O Christ!
(Congregation may be seated)
Sermon                                                                                                           

Hymn of the Day	                      Come Now, O Prince of Peace                                   #247

Apostles’ Creed			                Page 105  Or Inside Back Cover of Hymnal 


Prayers of the People
The response to each prayer will be, “Hear us, O God,”
Congregations reply will be, “Your mercy is great.”

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.
You are welcome to send a text or email to share peace with others.

Offering
(Offerings may be placed in the wooden offering box as you leave the sanctuary)

Offering Response                                Goodness Is Stronger than Evil                              #721

Offering Prayer
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Great Thanksgiving (Spoken)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer Before Communion

Holy, Holy, Holy							                       Page 173

Words of Institution


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God	                   						                       Page 174

Distribution of Communion

Communion Hymns
As We Gather at Your Table		                                           		    #522
Beloved, God’s Chosen						                 #648
In All Our Grief 						                              #615

Communion Blessing

Prayer After Communion

SENDING
God Blesses Us and Sends Us in Mission for the World

Benediction

Announcements   

Sending Hymn                                               Earth and All Stars!                                          #731

Dismissal
Go in peace. 
You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.     

 Postlude





                            Live Streamer: Stacey M.
Presentation Clicker:
Coffee and Fellowship Provided by: 

Communion Servers: Deanna McCabe
Thank you to today’s volunteers!
Greeters:
Ushers: Dave Renslo and
Dean Schutte
Reader: Donna Huttner
Acolytes: Morgan and
Mitchell McCabe

Also thank you to all who stepped in to help with today’s service! 
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FIND Us ONLINE

www.immanuelcaledonia.or

f

www.facebook.com/immanuelcaledonia

a

www.lacrosseareasynod.or;





