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Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Immanuel Lutheran Church
November 15, 2026
Welcome to this place of praise and prayer.  We gather today in celebration of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as part of God’s family.  
· We would appreciate having you sign our guest book so that we can remember your presence with us. Please note that in the ELW the page numbers are printed at the bottom of the page and hymn numbers are located at the top. The order of worship is outlined on the following pages.
· The offering reminds us that all of life is a gift of God.  We are stewards of that gift.  In response, a portion of our income is given as an act of worship to do God’s work in the world. Immanuel is a first-fruits congregation.  That means that every Sunday when the offering is taken in, we give first to the mission and the ministry of the ELCA.  We don’t wait to see if we can pay our bills before we give away for God’s mission.  It is our hands doing God’s work, for the sake of the world our Lord loves.
· We serve Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month and at all festivals. We offer an open invitation to all baptized believers to participate. It is our understanding that Christ offers his body and blood with the bread and wine to forgive sin and strengthen faith and life. If you receive communion in your home church, you are welcome to receive communion here.
· We have a toddler worship area in the middle-right section of our pews.  This area is intended for children ages 0-3 accompanied by an adult(s) to sit during worship.  Children 4K-6th Grade are welcome to join us for Sunday school during worship downstairs.  This is a space for families to be fully engaged in worship, while providing quiet activities for young children to accommodate their natural need to move and be busy.  Please follow posted guidelines for use of this space.  Thank you!
· We have accommodated seating available in the middle-left and the front-right sections of our pews.   Please feel free to utilize this space for those who may need it! 
Copyright permissions:  Liturgical Text & Music; From Sundaysandseasons.com   Copyright© 2026 Augsburg Fortress                              Church Copyright License #23044886; Church Streaming License #23044893
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Rev. Steven E. Meyer
pastormeyer@acegroup.cc
507-725-3123 or 507-459-7623 (cell)
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Prelude     

Welcome and Worship Announcements
*Please note all bold text throughout the service are congregational responses

(Please stand as you are able)
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
our dwelling place for all generations,
whose compassion never slumbers.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

(Silence is kept for reflection)
Holy God,

we confess that we have trusted in our preparation
instead of your invitation.
We prioritize our piety over care for your beloved.
We trust the voice of our shame and fear,
which keeps us from entering fully
into relationship with you and others.
We are not awake to the coming of your reign.
Rouse us and rescue us,
that we may enter into your joy.
Amen.

Inherit the riches of God’s grace.
☩ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy.
You are forgiven.
Blessed are you.
Amen.
Gathering Hymn                             Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us                            	 #707

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.

Kyrie                               						                       Page 138

Hymn of Praise                                            Glory to God                                                Page 139

Prayer of the Day
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hymn (Children come forward)                 Jesus Loves Me vs 1                                          #595

Children’s Sermon

Hymn (Sunday School Dismissal)              Go My Children with My Blessing	#543


WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

First Reading: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

Zephaniah presents the day of the Lord as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the Lord.
 
 7 Be silent before the Lord GOD,
  for the day of the LORD is at hand!
 The LORD has prepared a sacrifice;
  he has consecrated his guests.
 12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
  and I will punish the people
 who settle like dregs in wine,
  those who say in their hearts,
 “The LORD will not do good,
  nor will he do harm.”
 13 Their wealth shall be plundered
  and their houses laid waste.
 Though they build houses,
  they shall not inhabit them;
 though they plant vineyards,
  they shall not drink wine from them.
 14 The great day of the LORD is near,
  near and hastening fast;
 the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;
  the warrior cries aloud there.
 15 That day will be a day of wrath,
  a day of distress and anguish,
 a day of ruin and devastation,
  a day of darkness and gloom,
 a day of clouds and thick darkness,
  16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
 against the fortified cities
  and against the lofty battlements.
 17 I will bring such distress upon people
  that they shall walk like the blind;
  because they have sinned against the LORD,
 their blood shall be poured out like dust
  and their flesh like dung.
 18 Neither their silver nor their gold
  will be able to save them
  on the day of the LORD’s wrath;
 in the fire of his passion
  the whole earth shall be consumed,
 for a full, a terrible end
  he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.	
The Word of the Lord. 
					Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Psalms 90:1-6,12 (Please read responsively)
 1 Lord, you have been our refuge
  from one generation to another.
 2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
       or the land and the earth were born,
  from age to age you are God.
 3 You turn us back to the dust and say,
  “Turn back, O children of earth.”
 4 For a thousand years in your sight are
       like yesterday when it is past
  and like a watch in the night; 
 5 you sweep them away like a dream,
  they fade away suddenly like the grass:
 6 in the morning it is green and flourishes;
  in the evening it is dried up and withered.
     12 So teach us to number our days
  that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
The Word of the Lord. 
					Thanks be to God!
(Please stand as you are able) 
Gospel Acclamation (Intro)                 Sanctuary
Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true;
With thanksgiving I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 14-30

The holy gospel according to Matthew, chapter 25. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them.

Jesus said to the disciples: 14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. At once 16 the one who had received the five talents went off and traded with them and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not scatter, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 
This is the gospel of our Lord.
 Praise to you, O Christ!
(Congregation may be seated)
Sermon                                                                                                           

Hymn of the Day	                                    As Saints of Old                                              #695

(Please stand as you are able)
Apostles’ Creed			                Page 105  Or Inside Back Cover of Hymnal 

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer will be, “God, in your mercy,”
Congregations reply will be, “hear our prayer.”
     
Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.
You are welcome to send a text or email to share peace with others.



Offering
(Offerings may be placed in the wooden offering box as you leave the sanctuary)

Offering Response                    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                     #885

Offering Prayer
Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we offer, and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer								         Page 145

SENDING
God Blesses Us and Sends Us in Mission for the World

Benediction

Announcements  

Sending Hymn                      God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending                                   #678
(Alternate Tune: HYMN TO JOY)
Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude                         Thank you to today’s volunteers!
Greeters:			        Live Streamer: Cheryl K. 
                     Ushers: Dave Renslo 	        Presentation Clicker:
	                             Dean Schutte
                     Reader: Donna Huttner	        Coffee and Fellowship Provided by:
Also thank you to anyone who
stepped in to help with today’s service.



 
2

image1.jpg




image2.png
FIND Us ONLINE

www.immanuelcaledonia.or

f

www.facebook.com/immanuelcaledonia
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www.lacrosseareasynod.or;





