[image: ]








Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Immanuel Lutheran Church
October 18, 2026
Welcome to this place of praise and prayer.  We gather today in celebration of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as part of God’s family.  
· We would appreciate having you sign our guest book so that we can remember your presence with us. Please note that in the ELW the page numbers are printed at the bottom of the page and hymn numbers are located at the top. The order of worship is outlined on the following pages.
· The offering reminds us that all of life is a gift of God.  We are stewards of that gift.  In response, a portion of our income is given as an act of worship to do God’s work in the world. Immanuel is a first-fruits congregation.  That means that every Sunday when the offering is taken in, we give first to the mission and the ministry of the ELCA.  We don’t wait to see if we can pay our bills before we give away for God’s mission.  It is our hands doing God’s work, for the sake of the world our Lord loves.
· We serve Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month and at all festivals. We offer an open invitation to all baptized believers to participate. It is our understanding that Christ offers his body and blood with the bread and wine to forgive sin and strengthen faith and life. If you receive communion in your home church, you are welcome to receive communion here.
· We have a toddler worship area in the middle-right section of our pews.  This area is intended for children ages 0-3 accompanied by an adult(s) to sit during worship.  Children 4K-6th Grade are welcome to join us for Sunday school during worship downstairs.  This is a space for families to be fully engaged in worship, while providing quiet activities for young children to accommodate their natural need to move and be busy.  Please follow posted guidelines for use of this space.  Thank you!
· We have accommodated seating available in the middle-left and the front-right sections of our pews.   Please feel free to utilize this space for those who may need it! 
Copyright permissions:  Liturgical Text & Music; From Sundaysandseasons.com   Copyright© 2026 Augsburg Fortress                              Church Copyright License #23044886; Church Streaming License #23044893
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Prelude     

Welcome and Worship Announcements
*Please note all bold text throughout the service are congregational responses

(Please stand as you are able)
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

(Silence is kept for reflection)
Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn	                                   You Servants of God                                       #825

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.

Kyrie                               						                       Page 138

Hymn of Praise                                            Glory to God                                                Page 139

Prayer of the Day
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hymn (Children come forward)                     Jesus Loves Me vs 1                                      #595

Children’s Sermon

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

First Reading: Isaiah 45: 1-7

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and darkness.
 1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
  whose right hand I have grasped
 to subdue nations before him
    and to strip kings of their robes,
 to open doors before him—
    and the gates shall not be closed:
 2 I will go before you
    and level the mountains;
     I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
   and cut through the bars of iron;
 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness
   and riches hidden in secret places,
   so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,
     the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob
  and Israel my chosen,
  I call you by your name;
  I give you a title, though you do not know me.
 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other;
   besides me there is no god.
   I arm you, though you do not know me,
 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
   and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
   I am the Lord, and there is no other.
 7 I form light and create darkness,
   I make weal and create woe;
   I the Lord do all these things.
						The Word of the Lord. 
					Thanks be to God!
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities.

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
  Grace to you and peace.

 2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
						The Word of the Lord. 
					Thanks be to God!
(Please stand as you are able) 
Gospel Acclamation (Intro)                 Sanctuary
Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true;
With thanksgiving I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 22: 15-22

The holy gospel according to Matthew, chapter 22. Glory to you, O Lord.

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.

15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. 16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

This is the gospel of our Lord.
 Praise to you, O Christ!
(Congregation may be seated)
Sermon                                                                                                           

Hymn of the Day	                           We Give Thee but Thine Own                               #686

(Please stand as you are able)
Apostles’ Creed			                Page 105  Or Inside Back Cover of Hymnal 

Prayers of Intercession
The response to each prayer will be, “Hear us, O God,”
Congregations reply will be, “Your mercy is great.”
     
Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.
You are welcome to send a text or email to share peace with others.

Offering
(Offerings may be placed in the wooden offering box as you leave the sanctuary)

Offering Response                    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                     #885

Offering Prayer
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.  All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.  Use our gifts, our abilities, and
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God Blesses Us and Sends Us in Mission for the World

Benediction

Announcements  

Sending Hymn                           Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good                               #871

Dismissal
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

 Postlude                       
Thank you to today’s volunteers!
Live Streamer: Kevin W. 
Presentation Clicker:
Coffee and Fellowship Provided by: 
          

Greeters: 
Ushers: Dave Renslo and
                   Dean Schutte
Reader: Donna Huttner 




Also thank you to anyone who stepped in to help with today’s service!
2

image1.jpeg




image2.png
FIND Us ONLINE

www.immanuelcaledonia.or

f

www.facebook.com/immanuelcaledonia

a

www.lacrosseareasynod.or;





