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Welcome to this place of praise and prayer.  We gather today in celebration of the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, as part of God’s family.   
❖ We would appreciate having you sign our guest book so that we can remember your presence 

with us. Please note that in the ELW the page numbers are printed at the bottom of the page 

and hymn numbers are located at the top. The order of worship is outlined on the following 

pages. 

❖ The offering reminds us that all of life is a gift of God.  We are stewards of that gift.  In response, 

a portion of our income is given as an act of worship to do God’s work in the world. Immanuel is 

a first-fruits congregation.  That means that every Sunday when the offering is taken in, we give 

first to the mission and the ministry of the ELCA.  We don’t wait to see if we can pay our bills 

before we give away for God’s mission.  It is our hands doing God’s work, for the sake of the 

world our Lord loves. 

❖ We serve Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month and at all festivals. We offer an 

open invitation to all baptized believers to participate. It is our understanding that Christ offers 

his body and blood with the bread and wine to forgive sin and strengthen faith and life. If you 

receive communion in your home church, you are welcome to receive communion here. 

❖ We have a toddler worship area in the middle-right section of our pews.  This area is intended 

for children ages 0-3 accompanied by an adult(s) to sit during worship.  Children 4K-6th Grade 

are welcome to join us for Sunday school during worship downstairs.  This is a space for 

families to be fully engaged in worship, while providing quiet activities for young children to 

accommodate their natural need to move and be busy.  Please follow posted guidelines for use 

of this space.  Thank you! 

❖ We have accommodated seating available in the middle-left and the front-right sections of our 

pews.   Please feel free to utilize this space for those who may need it!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Copyright permissions:  Liturgical Text & Music; From Sundaysandseasons.com   Copyright© 2026 Augsburg Fortress 
Church Copyright License #23044886; Church Streaming License #23044893 

 

Contact Information 
Rev. Steven E. Meyer 

pastormeyer@acegroup.cc 
507-725-3123 or 507-459-7623 (cell) 

 
Church Office 

churchoffice@acegroup.cc 
507-725-3123 

 
Organist/Choir Director, Emily Riley 

rileem01@gmail.com 

 

mailto:pastormeyer@acegroup.cc
mailto:churchoffice@acegroup.cc
mailto:rileem01@gmail.com


3 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Prelude      

Welcome And Worship Announcements 

*Please note all bold text throughout the service are congregational responses 

(Please stand as you are able) 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation:  
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.  
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,  
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn   A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!                                    #393 
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Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.   

And also with you. 

Kyrie                            Page 165-166 

Hymn of Praise (with intro)  

  When at Last the Rain Falls   vs. 1, 2, repeat 1        Separate Insert 

 

Prayer Of The Day 

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand.  
Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song 

 

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14 

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the 
Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples 
on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
6 When the apostles had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
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12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they 
went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  
 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, 
we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others 
because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us. 
 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as 
you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy 
when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 
5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 
you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline 
yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 
looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 
your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Hymn (children come forward) Halle, Halle, Hallelujah       #172 
 

Word for Kids 
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(Please stand as you are able)  
Gospel Acclamation   Lord, I Lift Your Name on High       #857 

Lord, I lift your name on high;  Lord, I love to sing your praises.  
I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad you came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, from the earth to the cross, my 
debt to pay, from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your 
name on high. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 17:1-11 

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those 

who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 

The holy gospel according to John, chapter 17. Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing 
the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 

6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you, and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in 
them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.” 

This is the gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ! 

(Congregation may be seated) 
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Sermon 

Hymn of the Day Lord, You Give the Great Commission     vs. 1, 2, 4, & 5     #579 

Apostles’ Creed                             Page 104 

Prayers of the People 
The response to each prayer will be, “Lord, in your mercy,” 
Congregation reply will be, “hear our prayer.” 

 
Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
You are welcome to send a text or email to share peace with others. 

 

Offering 

(Offerings may be placed in the wooden offering box as you leave the sanctuary) 

 

Offering Response (with Intro) Goodness Is Stronger than Evil          #721 

Goodness is stronger than evil; love is stronger than hate;  
light is stronger than darkness; life is stronger than death;  
vict’ry is ours, vict’ry is ours, through God who loves us.   
Vict’ry is ours, vict’ry is ours, through God who loves us.     
 

Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, and our possessions.  Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God Blesses Us and Sends Us in Mission for the World. 

 
Farewell and Godspeed for Larry & Barb Gordon 

Benediction 

Announcements:   

Sending Hymn      Crown Him with Many Crowns             #855 

Dismissal 

Go in peace, you are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God! 

Postlude    

 

Thank you to Today’s Volunteers!  

We would love to have your help during our worship service.  Please sign up at the 

kiosk in the church narthex or on the church website under the sign-up link on the 

home page.  Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


