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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Immanuel Lutheran Church
July 5, 2026


Welcome to this place of praise and prayer.  We gather today in celebration of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as part of God’s family.  
· We would appreciate having you sign our guest book so that we can remember your presence with us. Please note that in the ELW the page numbers are printed at the bottom of the page and hymn numbers are located at the top. The order of worship is outlined on the following pages.
· The offering reminds us that all of life is a gift of God.  We are stewards of that gift.  In response, a portion of our income is given as an act of worship to do God’s work in the world. Immanuel is a first-fruits congregation.  That means that every Sunday when the offering is taken in, we give first to the mission and the ministry of the ELCA.  We don’t wait to see if we can pay our bills before we give away for God’s mission.  It is our hands doing God’s work, for the sake of the world our Lord loves.
· We serve Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month and at all festivals. We offer an open invitation to all baptized believers to participate. It is our understanding that Christ offers his body and blood with the bread and wine to forgive sin and strengthen faith and life. If you receive communion in your home church, you are welcome to receive communion here.
· We have a toddler worship area in the middle-right section of our pews.  This area is intended for children ages 0-3 accompanied by an adult(s) to sit during worship.  Children 4K-6th Grade are welcome to join us for Sunday school during worship downstairs.  This is a space for families to be fully engaged in worship, while providing quiet activities for young children to accommodate their natural need to move and be busy.  Please follow posted guidelines for use of this space.  Thank you!
· We have accommodated seating available in the middle-left and the front-right sections of our pews.   Please feel free to utilize this space for those who may need it! Contact Information
Rev. Steven E. Meyer
pastormeyer@acegroup.cc
507-725-3123 or 507-459-7623 (cell)

Church Office: Sarah Klug
churchoffice@acegroup.cc
507-725-3123

Organist/Choir Director, Emily Riley
rileem01@gmail.com
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Prelude     

Welcome And Worship Announcements
*Please note all bold text throughout the service are congregational responses

(Please stand as you are able)
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
source of hope in every nation, rest for the weary,
glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
Amen.
Let us bring every burden to God.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
God of all mercy,
we have sinned against you,
our neighbors, and your creation.
Within ourselves and our communities,
our desire to do what is good
is at war with the evil that dwells in us.
We lament the evil that holds us captive.
We repent of the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us
for lives of compassion and courage
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
All-merciful, Almighty God
forgive you all your sins
through the grace of ☩ Jesus Christ,
and by the Spirit’s power
strengthen you in doing what is good.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn	                  If You But Trust in God to Guide You                                 #769

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.

Kyrie                                							              Page 165

Hymn of Praise                                          This Is the Feast                                                 Page 169

Prayer Of The Day
Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony, but above all things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your name and blessings to all peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hymn (children come forward)                       Halle, Halle, Hallelujah                               #172

Children’s Sermon
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song

First Reading: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
The marriage of Isaac and Rebekah helped to fulfill God’s promise that Abraham and Sarah would become the ancestors of many nations.

[Laban received a visitor who said,] 34 “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The LORD has greatly blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old, and he has given him all that he has. 37 My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites in whose land I live, 38 but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’      
     42 “I came today to the spring and said, ‘O LORD, God of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I am going! 43 I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” 44 and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also”—let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’
  45 “Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar on her shoulder, and she went down to the spring and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 46 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 47 Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose and the bracelets on her arms. 48 Then I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD and blessed the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 49 Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.”
  58 And they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” 59 So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,
 “May you, our sister, become
  thousands of myriads;
 may your offspring gain possession
  of the gates of their foes.”
61 Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man, and the servant took Rebekah and went his way.
  62 Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi and was settled in the Negeb. 63 Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field, and, looking up, he saw camels coming. 64 And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel 65 and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. 66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!


(Please stand as you are able) 
Gospel Acclamation 	                        Lord, I Lift Your Name on High                                 #857




Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

 Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

The holy gospel according to Matthew, chapter 11. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
     17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
       18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

This is the gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!
(Congregation may be seated)
Sermon                                                                                                           

Hymn of the Day	                            Lord of All Hopefulness                                         #765

Apostles’ Creed					            			          Page 105
							        Or Inside Back Cover of Hymnal 
Prayers of the People
The response to each prayer will be, “God of Grace,”
Congregations reply will be, “hear our prayer.”

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.
You are welcome to send a text or email to share peace with others.
Offering
(Offerings may be placed in the wooden offering box as you leave the sanctuary)

Offering Response                                   Goodness Is Stronger than Evil	                                     #721

Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Great Thanksgiving (Spoken) 					                       Page 172
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Prayer Before Communion 

Holy, Holy, Holy 								          Page 173 

Words Of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Lamb Of God                              			             			         Page 174 

Distribution Of Communion 



Communion Hymns  
              Day by Day        			#790 
	Come to Me All Pilgrims Thirsty 	#777 

Communion Blessing 

Prayer After Communion

SENDING
God Blesses Us and Sends Us in Mission for the World.

Benediction

Announcements

Sending Hymn    	                         Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory                              #890

Dismissal
Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Thank you to today’s volunteers! 
Greeters: Jana Dittmer
Ushers: Al Dittmer
Reader: Jana Dittmer
Communion Servers: Jana Dittmer

Live Streamer: Jeff Babinski
Presentation Clicker:
Coffee and Fellowship Provided by: 
Dawn Schuttemeier and Jana Dittmer








We would love to have your help during our worship service.  Please sign up at the kiosk in the church narthex, letting Sarah know in the church office, or on the church website under the sign-up link on the home page.  Thank you!
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