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Welcome to this place of praise and prayer.  We gather today in celebration of the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as part of God’s family.   

❖ We would appreciate having you sign our guest book so that we can remember your 

presence with us. Please note that in the ELW the page numbers are printed at the bottom 

of the page and hymn numbers are located at the top. The order of worship is outlined on 

the following pages. 

❖ The offering reminds us that all of life is a gift of God.  We are stewards of that gift.  In 

response, a portion of our income is given as an act of worship to do God’s work in the 

world. Immanuel is a first-fruits congregation.  That means that every Sunday when the 

offering is taken in, we give first to the mission and the ministry of the ELCA.  We don’t wait 

to see if we can pay our bills before we give away for God’s mission.  It is our hands doing 

God’s work, for the sake of the world our Lord loves. 

❖ We serve Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month and at all festivals. We offer 

an open invitation to all baptized believers to participate. It is our understanding that 

Christ offers his body and blood with the bread and wine to forgive sin and strengthen faith 

and life. If you receive communion in your home church, you are welcome to receive 

communion here. 

❖ We have a toddler worship area in the middle-right section of our pews.  This area is 

intended for children ages 0-3 accompanied by an adult(s) to sit during worship.  Children 

4K-6th Grade are welcome to join us for Sunday school during worship downstairs.  This is a 

space for families to be fully engaged in worship, while providing quiet activities for young 

children to accommodate their natural need to move and be busy.  Please follow posted 

guidelines for use of this space.  Thank you! 

❖ We have accommodated seating available in the middle-left and the front-right sections of 

our pews.   Please feel free to utilize this space for those who may need it!                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright permissions:  Liturgical Text & Music; From Sundaysandseasons.com   Copyright© 2025 Augsburg Fortress 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Rev. Steven E. Meyer  

pastormeyer@acegroup.cc 

507-725-3123 or 507-459-7623 (cell) 

Church Office, Chelsey Kruckow 

churchoffice@acegroup.cc 

507-725-3123 or 507-459-3369 (cell) 

Organist/Choir Director, Emily Riley 

rileem01@gmail.com  

 

FIND US ONLINE 

 
www.immanuelcaledonia.org 

 

 
www.facebook.com/immanuelcaledonia 

 

 
 www.lacrosseareasynod.org 
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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 

A Festival of Scripture and Song for the last Sunday of the Church Year 

Lessons compiled according to the significant events of Jesus’ life. 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

CHORAL PRELUDE  O Sing for Joy- Words and Music by Mary E. Caldwell  

    Immanuel Choir, Accompanied by Holly Becker   

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*Please note all bold text throughout the service are congregational responses 

GATHERING HYMN       I Love to Tell the Story  vs. 1-2                    #661 

GREETING           Page 138 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy.  We 
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory.  Abide with 
us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song. 
 

HYMN (INTRO)   Halle, Halle, Hallelujah                #172  

WORD FOR KIDS  

SUNDAY SCHOOL DISMISSAL      Go My Children, with My Blessing      vs. 1          #543  
SERMON   Jesse Klosterboer, Executive Director of Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
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Advent of Jesus: Isaiah 11:1-10      Read by Joanne Zard 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 His 
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or 
decide by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and 
decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod 
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness 
shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf 
shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion 
will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for 
the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 On 
that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  
 

HYMN     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   vs. 1 & 4                 #257  

 
Birth of Jesus: Matthew 1:18-23      Read by Joanne Zard 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 
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The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

HYMN     Love Has Come vs. 1 & 2                      #292  

 
Epiphany of Jesus: Matthew 2:1-12     Read by Jana Dittmer 

 1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 7 Then 

Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 

the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, 

went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the 

child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 

joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt 

down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

HYMN    As With Gladness Men of Old  vs. 1-3                    #302 

 

Childhood of Jesus: Luke 2:41-52     Read by Jana Dittmer 
41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the 
festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but his parents were unaware of this. 44 Assuming that he was in the group 
of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their 
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relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 
search for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were 
astonished, and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Your 
father and I have been anxiously looking for you.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you 
searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they 
did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came 
to Nazareth and was obedient to them, and his mother treasured all these things in 
her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years and in divine and human 
favor. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

HYMN     Blessed be the God of Israel vs. 1 & 2              #552  

  

Baptism of Jesus: Mark 1:9-11              Read by Donna Huttner 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove upon him. 11 And a voice came from the 
heavens, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

HYMN   Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized vs. 1 & 2              #304  

 

Temptation of Jesus: Matthew 4:1-11            Read by Donna Huttner 
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves 
of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy 
city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning 
you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot 
against a stone.’ ” 
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7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will 
fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is 
written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 11 Then the devil left him, 
and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

HYMN    O Lord Throughout these Forty Days vs. 1 & 2              #319  

 

Life and Ministry of Jesus: Isaiah 61:1-4    Read by Dawn Schuttemeier 
1 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent 
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s 
favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 to provide for 
those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 4 They shall build 
up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the 
ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The response to each prayer will be, “Lord, in your mercy,” 
Congregation reply will be, “hear our prayer.” 

HYMN   Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness vs. 1 & 2              #843  

 

Passion and Death of Jesus: Luke 23:36-49      Read by Sherry Sime 
36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, 
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over 
him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept 
deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the 
other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 
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getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then 
he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I 
tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light failed, and the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. 46 Then Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 47 When the centurion saw 
what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was 
innocent.” 48 And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw 
what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. 49 But all his 
acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a 
distance watching these things. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

HYMN     Were You There vs. 1, 2, & 5                      #353 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Resurrection of Jesus: Luke 24:1-12      Read by Holly Becker 
1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the 

spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but 

when they went in they did not find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, 

suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified 

and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for 

the living among the dead? He is not here but has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, 

while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to the hands of 

sinners and be crucified and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his 

words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all this to the eleven and to all the 
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rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 

women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them 

an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 

stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, 

amazed at what had happened. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

HYMN    Woman Weeping in the Garden     Page 11 of today’s bulletin  

 

Ascension of Jesus: Luke 24:50-53                Read by Crystal Flugge 
50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 

them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 

heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and 

they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

HYMN     Lord I Lift Your Name on High                      #857 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN       I Love to Tell the Story  vs. 3            #661 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE  
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Thank you to Jesse Klosterboer for being here with us during today’s worship! 

 
Thank you to Today’s Volunteers!  

We would love to have your help during our worship service.  Please sign up at the 

kiosk in the church narthex or on the church website under the sign-up link on the 

home page.  Thank you! 

 

Greeters:  Chloe Kruse & Brayden Klug 

Ushers: Dave Renslo & Dean Schutte  

Readers: Joanne Zard, Jana Dittmer, 

Donna Huttner, Dawn Schuttemeier, 

Sherry Sime, Holly Becker, and Crystal 

Flugge 

Presentation Clicker: Carter Brownlee 

Live Stream: Jeff Babinski 

Acolytes: Crystal Flugge & Carter 

Brownlee 

Coffee and Refreshments:  
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Additional News and Notes 
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